NACAA

national association of clean air agencies

June 10, 2024

Grant Peacock, Office of Air and Radiation

Michael Wolfe, Office of Air and Radiation

Michele McKeever, Office of Enforcement and Compliance Assurance
Aimee Hessert, Office of Enforcement and Compliance Assurance
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, DC 20460

To Whom It May Concern:

On behalf of the National Association of Clean Air Agencies (NACAA), thank you for
this opportunity to provide comments on the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) FY
2025-2026 Draft National Program Guidances for the Office of Air and Radiation (OAR) and the
Office of Enforcement and Compliance Assurance. NACAA is the national, nonpartisan, non-
profit association of 157 air pollution control agencies in 40 states, including 117 local air
agencies, the District of Columbia and four territories. The air quality professionals in
NACAA’s member agencies have vast experience dedicated to improving air quality in the
United States. These comments are based upon that experience.

The draft guidance documents are reflective in part of the Administration’s FY 2025
budget request, which calls for $400.2 million in grants for state and local air pollution control
agencies under Sections 103 and 105 of the Clean Air Act (CAA). While this would represent an
increase over the FY 2024 budget, NACAA is very concerned that this is not nearly enough.
NACAA recommends that federal grants under Sections 103 and 105 be increased to $500
million annually, beginning in FY 2025. This is approximately $100 million above the
President’s proposed budget for FY 2025 and an increase of $264 million over the FY 2024
appropriation of $236 million.

Many state and local agencies have experienced inadequate funding for basic
responsibilities that are the very foundations of their programs. These include monitoring,
permitting, enforcement, wildfire response, staffing, training, planning, regulatory development,
public outreach and community support. Increases in funding would provide for continuation of
these essential tasks. Additionally, state and local air agencies face increasing responsibilities in
the future that will require more funding resources.

We believe it is critically important that state and local air quality programs receive the

funding necessary to continue their efforts to protect public health. Therefore, NACAA urges
EPA and the Administration to do whatever it must to ensure that federal air grants to state and
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local air pollution control agencies in FY 2025 and beyond are increased above current levels, as
we are recommending.

NACAA has reviewed the draft NPM guidance documents and is providing comments on
the attached template that EPA has provided. Thank you for your consideration of our comments
and recommendations. We look forward to having the opportunity to discuss these issues with
you. Please do not hesitate to contact Mary Sullivan Douglas (mdouglas@4cleanair.org) or
Miles Keogh (mkeogh@d4cleanair.org) of NACAA, or either of us, if you need additional
information. '

Sincerely,

7/;V£fﬁg 7. 5&0%2/,»

A
Michelle Walker Owenby Rollin Sachs
Tennessee Johnson County, Kansas
Co-Chair Co-Chair

NACAA Program Funding Committee NACAA Program Funding Committee

cc: Beth Burchard (OCFO)
Dominic Nelson (OCFO)
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