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Riding in a canoe on a lake. Fishing. Sit-
ting around a campfire singing.

They’re simple things that make long-
lasting memories, but for hundreds of chil-
dren with physical disabilities or illnesses 
who aren’t able to attend traditional summer 
camps, they’re mostly unattainable. That’s 
where Camp Aldersgate comes in.

The camp, affiliated with the United 
Methodist Church, has offered summer 
camp opportunities for such children for 
almost 40 years.

“We offer the only camp for children 
with disabilities and illness in the entire 
state,” volunteer John Baker says. “We’re 
the only nonprofit that does what we do in 
Arkansas. If we weren’t here, they probably 
wouldn’t be able to do it.”

“So many Arkansans love being outside,” 
his wife, Kris, says. “They love fishing and 
hiking and hunting. For a group of folks who 

don’t have the ability to do that on a daily 
basis without overcoming a lot of obstacles, 
the camp presents that ability.”

That love of the outdoors and the desire 
to give those opportunities to all children 
are behind the camp’s annual Aldersgate 
After Dark fundraiser. The Bakers co-chair 
the event with Aimee and Mitch Berry.

By holding After Dark at the River Mar-
ket Pavilions, the event combines an out-
door atmosphere with raising money and 
awareness.

“It’s kind of in keeping with the camp 
theme,” John explains. “It’s more of a re-
laxed, casual affair that can be more fun and 
enjoyable to put on than a traditional rubber 
chicken sort of thing.”

“Not that we’re opposed to that,” Kris 
says.

So, besides the more grown-up activities 
like music by Crisis, dancing, auctions and a 
cork pull (a sort of lottery with wine), guests 

After Dark lets attendees
sample an ill camper’s joy
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Volunteers Kris and John Baker pose near Camp Aldersgate’s swimming pool. The couple are co-
chairmen for the camp’s annual Aldersgate After Dark fundraiser, an outdoor, laid-back party to 
raise awareness for the camp’s mission.
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Volunteers Kris and John Baker pose near Camp Aldersgate’s swimming pool. The couple are cochairmen for the camp’s annual Aldersgate After Dark fundraiser, an outdoor, laid-back party to raise awareness for the camp’s mission.
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DEAR MR. 
WOLFF: How is 
the bidding box’s 
stop card used? 
Some people 
employ it; others 
don’t. Can it ever 
convey informa-

tion other than a jump bid?
— Hop-Skip-Jump,

 Fayetteville, N.C.
DEAR READER: The stop 

card should be used every time 
a jump bid is made. This is not 
because you expect the oppo-
nents to bid, but because this 
way no inferences can be taken 
on comparable auctions. The 
idea is to relieve your LHO 
of ethical pressure when you 
make a skip bid. The player 
using the card should not use 
it only for weak jumps as op-
posed to strong ones. No infor-
mation should be conveyed to 
the partner of the skip-bidder 
by his use of the card.

DEAR MR. WOLFF: I 
had a flat hand with 14 points, 
including four hearts and four 
clubs. I bid one club, and my 
partner had 10 points, a stop-
per in every suit except clubs, 
and four hearts to the king. She 
responded one no-trump and 
we missed the heart-fit. When 
I later asked her why she had 
not bid her hearts, she said it 
was a perfect one-no-trump 
response. Who was right?

— Losing Heart,
 Seneca, S.C.

DEAR READER: You 
are right. An opening bid in a 
major shows five. A response 
at the one-level to a minor 
guarantees only four; you may 
have more, but not necessarily. 
When your partner responds 
in a major, you as opener gen-
erally raise only with four, but 
may in emergencies raise with 
three. The objective of bid-
ding is to find your eight-card 

fit. The player with four must 
help find the 4-4 fit by bidding 
the suit as soon as is logical, 
which means at responder’s 
first turn.

DEAR MR. WOLFF: 
When are count signals used 
as opposed to attitude signals? 
Do some foreign players have 
methods and priorities differ-
ent from ours?

— Learning Curve,
 Dayton, Ohio

DEAR READER: Most 
people in the United States 
signal attitude (like/dislike) 
at their first turn. But when 
attitude is already defined by 
what is in dummy or by what 
declarer is just about to play 
to the trick, or by the auction, 
then count or even suit prefer-
ence may be more important. 
In many countries players be-
lieve that count should take 
precedence over attitude.

DEAR MR. WOLFF: In 
our local club one member of 
a pair, after winning a trick on 
the board and while contem-
plating his next action, will 
hear his partner, the dummy, 
automatically and without fail 
say, “You’re on the board.” Is 
this legal? Even if it is legal, is 
it to be discouraged? And how 
should the director deal with 
this irritating and puzzling situ-
ation?

— Bothered and
 Bewildered,

 El Paso, Texas
DEAR READER: To pre-

vent partner from leading out 
of turn, dummy is entitled to 
remind declarer which hand he 
is in. So long as there is no un-
authorized information flow-
ing (e.g., “the spade queen is on 
your right, partner!”) I would 
happily ignore the comments 
from dummy. Preventing ir-
regularity trumps the other 

issues, I think. My comments 
may not have the force of law, 
but so be it!

DEAR MR. WOLFF: I 
was second to speak with ; 

9, k A-J-10-3-2, l K-Q-7-4, ’ 

A K 4. After a two-spade pre-
empt on my right, I doubled 
and corrected a three-club re-
sponse to three hearts. Should 
this be forcing? Does it even 
show extras? And what if we 
were playing Lebensohl, so 
that my partner’s three-club 
call showed values? (He would 

have bid two no-trump as a 
negative.)

— How High Is Up?,
 Harrisburg, Pa.

DEAR READER: The 
three-heart bid must show ex-
tras — though with this hand 
an immediate three-heart call 
would not be unreasonable. If 
the three-club call shows val-
ues, then the three-heart bid 
is forcing; if not, it is highly 
encouraging.
E-mail Bobby Wolff at:

bobbywolff@mindspring.com

Ann Kamps  and Dr. 
Chad Rodgers were recog-
nized April 10 as champions 
for their work in early child-
hood education.

The duo were honored by 
HIPPY USA. The acronym 
stands for Home Instruction 
for Parents of Preschool 
Youngsters. The program is 
designed to help parents pre-
pare their 3-, 4-, and 5-year-
olds for success in school 
and beyond. The event was 
at the Next Level Events cen-
ter.

Kamps is manager of Vol-
unteer and Visitor Services at 
the Clinton Foundation and 
has been an avid supporter 
of HIPPY from its inception. 
In the mid-1980s, Kamps was 
asked by then first lady Hill-
ary Clinton to focus on HIP-
PY. Rodgers is a physician 
with the Little Rock Pediatric 
Clinic and director of Reach 
Out and Read Arkansas.

— Story and photos by
Rachel O’Neal Chaney

2 who aid tots
are given their due

can stand around campfires 
and make s’mores.

John remembers “one year 
it was really cold and people 
were huddled around the 
fires, which was fun.”

“Show up in your blue 
jeans,” Kris says. “Show up in 
your Teva sandals or hiking 
boots.”

Of course, if you want to be 
all dolled up while you stand 
around a campfire making 
s’mores or eating barbecue, 
that’s your choice.

This year’s auction items 
include a Bobby Petrino-au-
tographed football, a slum-
ber party and night hike at 
the camp, a sushi class and a 
painting by Arkansan Tracee 
Gentry.

People who’ve been to 
the event shouldn’t expect 
many variations from previ-
ous years.

“We’ve had so many peo-
ple compliment us on the 
event we haven’t wanted to 
change it much,” John says.

Kris sums it up as “food, 
drink and dancing all in one 
spot, then kick in a little more 
to benefit a good cause.”

It’s a cause that has been 
around for a long time, but 
that doesn’t mean it doesn’t 
still need a good deal of sup-
port.

“Some nonprofits come 
and go or ebb and flow but 
through the years, this one 
is a constant,” John says. “It’s 
been able to sustain itself 

through all these years be-
cause of people’s reservoir 
of good will to help it.”

However, John says, “You 
still have to make sure people 
know we can’t continue with-
out everyone stepping up and 
contributing a bit. And that’s 
what this event is designed 
to do. It’s Arkansas’ time to 
step up and show up and have 
a good time and support the 
cause of the only place in the 
state that can do what we’re 
doing.”

It’s a worthy cause and one 
that John believes anybody 
can get behind.

“I’ve never met anybody 

who doesn’t believe that chil-
dren with disabilities deserve 
some sort of camp environ-
ment and to be able to expe-

rience what other children 
are able to experience every 
summer.”

The party isn’t just a 
chance to raise money, but a 
way to recruit volunteers as 
well.

“If you’re looking for a 
cause to contribute your time 
to, it’s a great way to get to 
know the folks who are in-
volved in a nonintimidating 
way,” Kris says.

And volunteering isn’t 
limited to adults. Older teens 
serve as counselors and staff 
members.

“That’s the untold story of 
the camp,” John says. “Clearly 
the children we host are the 
primary beneficiaries, but 
of equal importance are the 
thousands of children who’ve 
come through here who’ve 
learned from being a vol-
unteer here the worth of all 
children and what they con-
tribute to our community.”
Aldersgate After Dark will be 7-11 
p.m. Saturday in the River Market 
Pavilions. Tickets are $75. Call 
(501) 225-1444 or visit campalder-
sgate.net.

Camp
• Continued from Page 1D
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Kris and John Baker show off Camp Aldersgate’s state-of-the-art 
cabins. The annual Aldersgate After Dark event Saturday will 
raise money to continue the camp’s programs and summer camp 
experiences for children with illnesses and disabilities.

Ann and Wally Kamps

Jay Barth and Dr. Chad Rodgers

Charles Stewart and Allison Alexander of Atlanta Ann Marchetti and Adam Kohler

Aime Berry, Dr. Eddie Ochoa and Missy Graham

NIGHT OF CHAMPIONS

 L
o
w

e
s
t 

P
ri

ce
d
 S

u
p
p
le

m
e
n
ts

 G
u
a
ra

n
te

e
d

www.ytfs.com

 Thurs. April, 22
 Fri. April. 23

 Fall 2010

ACES ON BRIDGE

BOBBY
WOLFF




