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Poor operations and maintenance procedures
for monitoring and removing water from stor-
age tank systems can lead to a number of
risks, from fuel quality degradation and re-
sulting poor vehicle performance, to microbial
contamination and damage to the entire stor-
age system.

All storage tank systems, both underground
and aboveground, constructed of any material,
and storing nearly any product—gasoline, die-
sel, residential and commercial heating oils,
aviation jet fuel, and others—may be affected.

The potential for damage applies not only to
the tank, but also to the entire storage
system. And these risks can affect your
profits.

Today's fuels are more susceptible to moisture
separation and accumulation. Also, removing
lead from gasoline and sulfur from diesel has

had the side effect of allowing microbial growth
to occur more readily, since lead and sulfur in-
hibit microbial activity.

Ethanol and biodiesel are important in
today'’s fueling network. But allowing water to
remain in these storage systems can cause fuel

separation, fuel degradation, and non-metallic
equipment compatibility concerns.

For all these reasons, it's more important than
ever to conduct regular inspection and mainte-
nance of your entire UST or AST fuel storage
system.

Water entry points in your fuel storage tank system
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